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carried out some years ago seems to indicate that the happiness
of a marriage is favorably associated with the number of children.
By studying 5260 completed marriages in which it was certain no
more children would be born, we found the following:
0 or 1 Child                     4,5, or More
Happy                   2259           58%                   1115           72%
Doubtful              288          11                   135          10
Unhappy             1173         31                   290          18
3720        10W               1540        MXK
A study of 852 couples indicated that the trouble which brought
them to us was severe. More than a quarter were living separately
or were divorced. Specifically, 182 couples were separated, and
thirty-one couples were divorced.
In another cross section made of clients complaining of marital
problems we discovered that 27 per cent reported a previous mar-
riage and divorce. There is reason to believe this figure may be too
low; some people refrain from acknowledging past failures. The
clients who admitted to previous marriages and divorces showed
up on our personality tests as less stable than the once married. In-
deed, we could trace a definite correlation between a rise in the in-
stability of personality and a rise in the number of divorces.
In three-quarters of all our cases of marital maladjustment it is
the wife who first comes to see us, but usually we are able to per-
suade the husband to come in afterward. If one spouse is miserable
in the marriage, the other is most unlikely to be happy, It is seldom
difficult to obtain the husband's cooperation, One man, who came
in some years ago upon request, is still recalled with amusement by
members of our staff. He was most cordial: "Fine work you are do-
ing here. I am very much in favor of it. But I don't see why you
called me in. There wouldn't be a bit of trouble in our home if
Mary would just do what I tell her tol" Perhaps 20 per cent of the
time we see the wife only. The husband may be too hard pressed
with his work, out of town, or uncooperative. The wife may not